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Lesson Plan - Level 3 Options Workshop

Session Name: Level 3 Options Workshop Duration: 60 mins

Description: To introduce students to level 3 options and how they are an important part of the educational journey.

Main Objectives: Knowledge of HE level 3 options and pathways

Gatbsy benchmark: 3

Aim 1 Know what a level 3 qualification is and the different pathways you can take

Aim 2 Consider which level 3 options might suit you best

Aim 3 Understand how level 3 choices can shape your future study and career paths

Differentiation: Be mindful that not all students will be ready to go onto Level 3 so emphasise that there are Level 1 or 2 options

available e.g. work-based qualifications often start at lower levels.
The fact there are three different activities means that students can start on the one that is most suitable for them
and where they are currently at.

Classroom Layout: Group the class into pairs OR individual
Resources: PowerPoint

Prospectuses

Computers

Activity 1 - ipersona cards, set of 12 that can be printed and cut up, then reused for future sessions.
Activity 2 and 3 worksheets printed.

Key vocabulary: e |Level 3

Further Education (FE) / Higher Education (HE)

University

Post 16

Vocational

Academic

Work-based / competency based

Introduction Introduce yourself and the student ambassadors in the room. Link to_PowerPoint on
(2 mins) Safety and Safeguarding briefing. NSSW Website
Explain to the students the learning objectives.
PPT 1-3
Thinking about the future Ask students ‘What do you want your future to look like?’ - elicit ideas about jobs / PPT 4 -5

(5 mins) careers / education / their values and motivators.

Uni Connect
Programme

00000
#

@NextStepsSW nextstepssw.ac.uk


https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Presentation-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-Workshop.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Presentation-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-Workshop.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Worksheet-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-formatted-2025.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/i-personas-2025.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Worksheet-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-formatted-2025.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Presentation-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-Workshop.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Presentation-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-Workshop.pptx
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Slide 5 - If they then work backwards - today they are starting to think about how
they might get there and the next part of their education. There are lots of different
routes and today is about starting to think about what might be right for them.

Level 3 Pathways (10
mins)

Emphasise that at this point in their education they have far more choice about the
type of course they want to study and the way they learn. This is really exciting!

Use Qualification chart to introduce 3 main strands of level 3 - and then provide a brief
breakdown for each pathway.

Try not to go into too much detail and just use the level of information on the slides
because we want them to research these themselves. The diploma section has been
kept broad to account for the reforms. Check the local offering to support you in this
section.

Use the comparison table to show how the different routes compare and how they can
all lead into higher education

Use paramedic pathway example to demonstrate how there are different routes which
can lead you to the same profession. Note that after GCSEs is where they start making
those choices about which route to take.

PPT 6 - 12

PPT 13

PPT 14

Activities (25 mins)

Show students decision line so they can self-assess where they are. This will help you
gauge the rest of the session. Depending on time you may do all of the activities, only
one or different ones for different students. Below is a suggestion but it is important
you deliver this part of the lesson in the best way for the students you have on the
day.

Activity 1 - iPersona cards. In pairs or small groups, discuss the questions on the PPT
and give advice to each person about what they could choose for their level 3 options.

Activity 2 - This activity can help students who are stuck and not sure what to do for
level 3. It is also useful for students preparing for level 3 course interviews by getting
them to think about areas they will be asked about. Can be done alone or in pairs /
small groups

Activity 3 - research activity. Students to use computers or prospectuses from local FE
colleges to research what courses are available. Slide 16 signposts to some helpful
sites and all the logos are linked to the Post-16 options area of the website.

PPT 15 - 18

00000

@NextStepsSW

nextstepssw.ac.uk

@ Uni Connect
Programme


https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Worksheet-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-formatted-2025.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/i-personas-2025.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Worksheet-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-formatted-2025.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/10/Worksheet-Y10-Y11-Level-3-Options-formatted-2025.pdf
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What Next? Before finishing, encourage students to plan their next steps. Remind them that there PPT 19
is so much guidance and support out there and it is important to ask for help.

Summarise Make sure work is saved and logged off correctly

Safeguarding de-brief

“Any questions or concerns that have come up during this session, just speak to one of
us on the way out or speak to your tutor”

Ask them to feedback verbally if they feel more confident.

Further Reading / You can signpost the students onto these links too:

Suggested Links: https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/resources/category/sites-we-like/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/qualifications/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/plan-your-future/find-your-career/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/events-and-activities/
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https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/resources/category/sites-we-like/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/qualifications/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/plan-your-future/find-your-career/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/events-and-activities/

