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Lesson Plan - Post-18 Options

Session Name: Post-18 Options Duration: 20-30 mins

Description: To introduce students to the different post-18 options

Main Objectives: Knowledge of HE options and pathways
Gatsby Benchmark: 4
Aim 1 Know about the different post-18 routes and qualifications
Aim 2 Consider which option might suit you best
Aim 3 Identify ways to find out more information about courses that interest you
Differentiation: Students may be more interested in some qualifications more than others.
All students learn at different paces and have different abilities - make sure key vocabulary is explained
Classroom Layout: N/A
Resources: PowerPoint
Key Vocabulary: e Higher Education (HE)
e University
e Work-based
¢ Vocational
e Academic
e UCAS
e Tariff

e Undergraduate/Graduate
e Placement

e Tuition Fees

e Maintenance Loan

e Halls of Residence

e Campus

e Postgraduate

e Internship

Content and Time: Description: Location:
Introduction Introduce yourself and the student ambassadors in the room. https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/up
(5 min) Safety and Safeguarding briefing. loads/2025/03/Presentation-KS5-
Explain to the students the learning objectives. Post-18-Options-Formatted-
2025.pptx
PPT 1-3
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‘Thinking about the

Encourage students to think about their future. Do they have a job or job sector that PPT 4-7
future they are interested in? Set out that some careers require very specific qualifications
(2 mins) and others are more flexible.
Optional Key Words Give a brief overview of the qualifications chart.
slide With a smaller group you can go over some key HE vocab.
What are your options | Talk through the HE options that are available after leaving school and college. Explain PPT 7-15
(10 mins) this is not an exhaustive list, but covers the main options. Discuss how the
qualifications are different lengths of time, as well as being taught and assessed
differently, so there are options to suit everyone.
Briefly discuss the non-HE options and how there is still the possibility of going on to
HE later on or combining work and further study.
Videos If you have time show the students the 2 videos. One is embedded in the PP and the PPT 16
(5mins) other is in the notes. They give first hand accounts from a uni student and someone on
a degree apprenticeship.
What next Take students through things they can do if they are interested in a particular HE PPT 17-18
(3 mins) pathway and signpost to websites they can visit to help.

Further Reading /
Suggested Links:

You can signpost the students onto these links too:
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/resources/category/sites-we-like/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/qualifications/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/plan-your-future/find-your-career/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/events-and-activities/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/resources/category/sites-we-like/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/qualifications/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/plan-your-future/find-your-career/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/events-and-activities
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