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Lesson Plan - Student Finance and Budgeting KS5 
 

Session Name:  Student Finance and Budgeting KS5  

 

Duration: Between 45 mins – 60 mins  

Description:  Introduction to student finance and budgeting  

 

Main Objectives:  Overcoming barriers: Increased knowledge of student funding system and Student Finance England application 

process. 

Aim 1  To understand what student funding is available for HE  

Aim 2  To know how to apply for student funding  

Aim 3  To gain insight in to how to manage money  

Differentiation:   

Make sure that you are checking students to see who is working well and may need extra things to do and which ones are 

struggling. There is a lot of detail in the presentation. Encourage students to ask questions.  

 

Classroom Layout:   

Divide the class into tables of up to 6 students  

 

Resources:  

 
 

Projector screen, with video and sound capabilities, for the PowerPoint (link to standard version / media added version – 

NSSW Sharepoint)  
Tables laid out in cabaret style for students in groups of five or six would work best.  
Budget planner worksheet  
Chance cards   
Price is Right   
Scenarios  
Temperature checks  
Make sure you stop occasionally to make sure that all students are keeping up and any questions can be heard. Aim to 
encourage questions and conversation throughout.  
Ask the teacher before the presentation if mobile phones are allowed for QR codes etc?   

 

Key Vocabulary:  Maintenance loans, Tuition fees, grants, bursaries, scholarships, threshold, repayments, graduates, RPI, annual salary, “other 

financial support” (slide 11), disabled student allowance 

 

 

 

 

https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/02/Presentation-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-2024-25_-NEW-end-slide-no-media-1.pptx
https://liveplymouthac.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/u188/Outreach%20Resources/T9%20Core%20Resources/KS5%20Resources/KS5%20Student%20Finance%20%26%20Budgeting/KS5%20Student%20Finance%20%26%20Budgeting%202024-25%20Media%20Added/Presentation%20-%20KS5%20Student%20Finance%20%26%20Budgeting%202024-25_%20NEW%20end%20slide.pptx?d=w9a4f1150265b42ce98e99d83cf9ca14e&csf=1&web=1&e=BfXwjs
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Managing-Your-Money-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-25.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Chance-Cards-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/The-Price-Is-Right-Game.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Budgeting-scenarios.docx
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Content and Time:  Description:  Resource:  
Introduction  
(2 mins)  

Introduce yourself and the student ambassadors in the room.  
Safety and Safeguarding Briefing.  
Explain to students the session learning outcomes.   
It is always good to ask the room who is intending to go to university and what they already 

know about student finance.  

PPT 1–3  

 

Student finance film 

(1 min 20 secs)  
There is a short film on slide 4 from SFE; a lot of the slides after this repeat the content but it 

will help to consolidate learning. If you do not have the technology to run the film that is fine 

as the slides have all the relevant information.  

PPT 4 - video 1 mins and 20 

secs  

   

  Describe the difference between money they need to repay and money they don’t need to 

repay  
PPT 5-10 (Slide 9 & 10 are 

hidden) 

  

Student Finance  
Calculator  
(5 mins)  

  

On Slide 9 – this ‘displaced students’ slide can be hidden depending on the group you are 
delivering to. Explain the eligibility on student finance depending on status such as 
humanitarian protection or refugee.  
  
Slide 10 – this is a video on ‘displaced students’ summarising points from the previous slide. 

It can be used to solidify learning.  

  
Slide 11 – QR code and link to Student Finance Calculator. On slide 11 - if you have the 
time and internet access open the student finance calculator and show them how to do it. 
You will need to explain what we mean by household income. Information on household 
income is available from a P60 or from a month 12 payslip (which is March based on a tax 
year). If students are allowed phones then QR code can be used to direct pupils to Student 
Calculator.  
  
Slide 22 – QR code to NSSW student finance information (If students are   allowed to have 

phones).   

  
Deliver the remaining slides up to slide 22. You can hide the “Interest Rates” slide if you don’t 

feel confident delivering it.  
They are quite detailed so familiarise yourself with them.  

 

 PPT 8  

  

 

PPT 10  
   
 

PPT 11-22  
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Activity  
Budgeting Game  
(15 mins)  

 

OR 

In teams of five or six (or of your choosing) get the students to work through the columns 

on the Budget Planner Worksheet. Thinking how they would spend their money.  

 

About 10 minutes into the activity get the students to randomly select a ‘chance card’. This 

throws them a wild card to illustrate real-life unexpected bills or costs that they may not have 

already planned for.  

Do a re-group with the students after 15 minutes to see if they found it difficult or surprising 

in any way and get them to share this with the group.  

PPT 23-24  
Budget planner worksheet  
Chance cards  
  

 

 

 PPT 24 

   

 

  Activity Budgeting 

Game Online version 

(15 mins)  

In teams of five or six (or of your choosing) get the students to discuss what they would 

spend their weekly budget on, and tick it off on the interactive worksheet. There is a 

shopping list to give them a little information on the cost of food (as they may not know).  

  
After a few minutes, ask the teacher to read out a “chance” card to each group, and have 

the students adjust their budget accordingly.   

  
Re-group with students afterwards to find out what they found easy or difficult.   

PPT 23  
Budget planner worksheet   
  
Chance cards (one copy  
for the teacher)  
   
PPT 24  

  Budgeting Tools    Read through the slide, if the students have IT access (and if you have enough time), they       

can have a look at some of the budgeting tools online. If delivering online, you can follow a few 

of the links to show them.  

 

PPT 25  

Before going to 

University  
  Raise the students’ awareness of what they need to be thinking about in terms  of finance   

and budgeting   

 

 PPT 26  

Activity Check 

understanding  
(1 min)  

  Slide 27 helps you to check students' levels of understanding as a result of the session. Slide 

28 is animated with the answers. Slides hidden.   

  

PPT 27-28  

What 

next? (3 

mins)  

Give the students some top tips to make their financial transition to university easier and 

Budgeting tools links.   
Signpost some suggested websites to encourage students to undertake further research.  
Remind students of the positive benefits of going to university  
  

Slide 30 – QR code to cost of living Blog/Video/Links (if students allowed phones). 

PPT 29  
  

  

   
PPT 30  
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Summarise 

(2 mins)  
Safeguarding de-brief  
“If any questions or concerns that have come up during this session, just speak to one of us 

on the way out or speak to your tutor”.  

 

  

Further Reading / 

Suggested Links:  
Sites We Like: https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/resources/category/sites-we-like/  

                     https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/qualifications/   

                         https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/plan-your-future/find-your-career/  

                         https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/events-and-activities/   

  
 

EXTRA RESOURCES  

  

This section explains through the extra resources that can be used with this session depending on the group you have and the context.  

 

The Price is Right 

Game  
(15 mins) 

Slideshow that show a series of everyday grocery items that a student may buy on a weekly 

shop. All items are from Tesco.  

  
Students to guess whether the following item is higher or lower than the previous. Students 
can then guess how much that shop is.  

  
A comparison shop was then done but using aldi, students to guess the overall cost of that 

shop. Discuss how swapping to own brands and bulk cooking is useful saving tips as well as 

student discount. 

Location: 

https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/conte
nt/uploads/2025/01/The-Price-

Is-Right-Game.pptx  

Budgeting Scenarios  

(10 mins) 
A series of two different budgeting scenarios in which two different young people have 

chosen specific courses at a specific university. Both scenarios have been offered different 
values of student finance.  

  
Pupils can work in small groups or open discussion on what the constraints might be, how 

could they save money and what the postivies of each scenario might be. 

Location: 

https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/conte
nt/uploads/2025/01/Budgeting-

scenarios.docx  

https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/resources/category/sites-we-like/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/qualifications/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/plan-your-future/find-your-career/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/events-and-activities/
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/The-Price-Is-Right-Game.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/The-Price-Is-Right-Game.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/The-Price-Is-Right-Game.pptx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Budgeting-scenarios.docx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Budgeting-scenarios.docx
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Budgeting-scenarios.docx
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Managing Your  
Money  

 (15 mins) 

In teams of five or six (or of your choosing) get the students to work through the columns on 

the Budget Planner Worksheet. Thinking how they would spend their money.   

  
About 10 minutes into the activity get the students to randomly select a ‘chance card’. This 
throws them a wild card to illustrate real-life unexpected bills or costs that they may not 

have already planned for.  

  
Do a re-group with the students after 15 minutes to see if they found it difficult or surprising in 

any way and get them to share this with the group. 

Location: 

https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/conte
nt/uploads/2025/01/Activity-

Managing-Your-Money-KS5-

Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-

25.pdf  

 

 

https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Managing-Your-Money-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-25.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Managing-Your-Money-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-25.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Managing-Your-Money-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-25.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Managing-Your-Money-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-25.pdf
https://nextstepssw.ac.uk/content/uploads/2025/01/Activity-Managing-Your-Money-KS5-Student-Finance-Budgeting-24-25.pdf

