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This guide is designed to help you get the most 
out of the UCAS Exhibition. It covers everything 

from tips and advice to handy templates to record 
useful information and plan your day.

How to Prepare

Take a sturdy bag. You will be handed a lot of 
information and will need somewhere to put it 
that will be easy to carry around.

Find out who is going to be there and do some
research before you go about who offers the 
course you are interested in. Not all universities or 
HE colleges offer all subjects.

See if there are any seminars on offer that you can 
attend.

Make a list - it will keep you organised and on 
track so you don’t miss anything. If you don’t 
have much time, this will help you to 
prioritise.

Plan your time - use our handy timetable 
to plan who and what you want to see.

Ask questions. Prepare some questions in advance; 
look at our ‘ask questions’ page for some 
suggestions.



 

Questions to Ask

1. Do you offer scholarships and/or bursaries?

2. What support services are available and how are 
they accessed?

3. Where is the university/college located? Are 
the train/public transport links reliable and easy to 
access?

4. Are opportunities available to study or do work 
placements abroad? Is this offered with every 
course?

5. How many of your students get job offers after 
they graduate? What do you do to support 
students to get jobs once they’ve finished at 
university/college? 

6. What is the social life like?

?
7. What sports and clubs could I get involved in?

Additional questions I would like to ask:

??
?

Timetable
Courses I am interested in:

Today, I must talk to:

9am

10am

11am

12pm

1pm

2pm

3pm

4pm

5pm
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Jargon Buster
UCAS Universities and Colleges Admissions Service. If you 

apply to HE, you will most likely submit your 
application through UCAS.

Fresher An informal name for a first-year student.

Catered halls Accomodation where you’re provided with meals 
(sometimes the price is included in your rent and 
sometimes you must pay-as-you-go for food).

Self-catered 
Halls

Accomodation where you’ll normally share communal 
living and kitchen areas - you cook your own meals.

Campus 
University

A university situated on one dedicated site, with 
student accomodation, teaching and research 
facilities and leisure activities all together. 

City University These universities are normally distributed through-
out a city/town with accommodation, teaching 
buildings and research facilities over more than one 
site.

Student’s 
union (SU)

An organisation found in all universities and HE 
colleges that is run by students and is dedicated to 
their represention and support, as well as promoting 
an active social life.

Seminar Small group teaching where a group of students sit 
with an academic/teacher and discuss what they have 
learned.

Lecture Large classes in a room with tiered seating and a 
lecturer talking at the front with you taking notes.

Undergraduate A student studying for their first degree on a 
programme which normally lasts for three to four 
years.

Graduate Someone who has successfully completed a course 
of study or training, especially a person who has been 
awarded an undergraduate or first academic degree.

Postgraduate Course of study undertaken after completing a first 
degree.

Integrated 
masters 
degree

A four-year degree course which combines three 
years undergraduate study with an additional fourth 
year postgraduate.

PGCE A teaching qualification undertaken afer completing a 
first degree.
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Name of 
university or HE 

college

Course I am 
interested in 

Course content (modules) Entry 
requirements

Course 
length

Travel from 
home - distance 

and time?

Anything else?

HE Comparisons
Scholarships/

bursaries/sport/music/
Study abroad?



Read the prospectuses you 
have collected - they will have a 
lot of useful information in them.

Talk about what you’re thinking about, what you’ve 
seen, what you liked and disliked and what 
you’re unsure about. Speak with your friends, 
family, tutors or career adviser.

Visit the websites of any universities or HE 
colleges you are interested in. Some will offer 
virtual campus tours and these are a great way to 
have a look around before you decide whether 
to visit them. Just like HE prospectuses, you can 
get a lot more information about things like 
accomodation options, clubs and sports available, 
and bursaries and scholarships you might be 
eligible for.

Register for open days. They will help you get the 
‘feel’ for different universities or HE colleges. You 
won’t be the first person who changes or makes 
up their mind after attending an open day.

What’s Next?

MapWhy not ask some 
of the universities 
and HE colleges to 

mark their 
locations on this 

map...

Cambridge
Oxford

Brighton
Southampton

Plymouth

Cardiff

Liverpool

Inverness

Aberdeen

Dundee

Edinburgh

Glasgow

Swansea

Middlesbrough

Newcastle

Leeds

Bristol

Nottingham

Manchester

London


